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will be evaluated for both general
behavior and for learning capability
while they are maturing. As adults,
they will undergo a series of com-
plex learning/relearning trials to
probe for subtle changes in inte-
grated brain function. Reproduc-
tive toxicity will be evaluated using
a number ofindices ofsexual devel-
opment and puberty and, in adult
animals, a thorough assessment of
reproductive function and struc-
ture. Exposed animals will be
paired with untreated mates to
identify which gender is affected.
Hormone and ovulation studies
may be conducted if there is evi-
dence that ovulation was impaired
in the exposed females. A subset of
animals in immunotoxicity studies
will be exposed to evaluate their
immune responses in vivo, while
others will provide tissues for in
vitro evaluation ofvarious immune
cellular functions.
Study chemicals were chosen to
represent a variety ofstructures and
classes of pesticides. In the first
study, methoxychlor will be used as
a positive control based on data
from Earl Gray and colleagues at
EPA. They have shown that meth-
oxychlor has significant reproduc-
tive effects in animals exposed as
juveniles. Tebuconazole is repre-
sentative of a widely used class of
antifungal compounds that exhibit
reproductive and developmental toxicities.
The organophosphates are represented by
chlorpyrifos, a relatively long-acting
organophosphate, and parathion, a rela-
tively short-acting organophosphate.
Carbaryl will represent the carbamates,
another neuroactive class that may have
reproductive effects. Atrazine will be evalu-
ated based on its heavy use in the United
States, its prevalence in groundwater sup-
plies, and its reported reproductive activi-
ty. Finally, trichlorfon, another organo-
phosphate, is included because it has been
reported to be associated with adverse
reproductive outcomes in
humans.
Because the organophos-
phates and carbaryl alter neu-
rochemical enzymes in known
ways, the degree of these
effects will be monitored in
animals sacrificed both during
and after exposure. Acetyl-
cholinesterase inhibition will
be evaluated at EPA and also
by Mohammed Abou-Donia
at Duke University. This will
allow a correlation between a
known amount of enzyme
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Testing timeline. NIEHS researchers are designing a studyto look at
the effects of pesticide exposure on the nervous, immune, and repro-
ductive systems ofjuveniles.
inhibition and subsequent behavioral and
cognitive function.
By comparing the effects and effective
doses in these young animals with those
from adults, researchers will be able to tell
ifthere are significant differences between
these age groups and will have some
appreciation for the degree of the prob-
lem, if one exists. If the data suggest that
the health risks from juvenile exposures to
pesticides has been underestimated, these
studies will be the first step in a larger
evaluation ofthe problem.
Frontiersman of
Science
Stanley Cohen, who shared
the Nobel Prize in 1986 in
physiology and medicine for
his pioneering discoveries of
growth factors, was the key-
note speaker at the April
"Frontiers of Science Mini-
Symposium" sponsored by
NIEHS. Cohen's symposium
was titled "Growth Factors
and Related Signaling Path-
ways." At the symposium,
presentations outlining recent, excit-
ing findings were given by prominent
scientists from UNC-Chapel Hill,
Duke University, Glaxo Research
Institute, and NIEHS.
Growth factors are small proteins
that are produced by nearly all tissues
and provide potent, local signals that
affect behavior ofnearby cells or even
cells that produce the factor. The var-
ious cellular activities regulated by
growth factors are extensive and
include such events as cell growth
and maturation, cell repair, and
transport of ions. Specific receptors
at the surface of cells determine
whether a cell will recognize a partic-
ular growth factor.
In his keynote address, Cohen
detailed the large body ofhis research,
giving a context for the symposium's
other presentations. He reviewed his
pioneering Nobel Prize-winning work
of30 years ago on the purification of
epidermal growth factor (EGF). His
subsequent work has led to the char-
acterization of the response of cells
and organisms to EGF stimulation,
while his recent work has focused on
the specific biochemical changes
induced by EGF binding to its recep-
tor in the cell membrane. This bind-
ing activates the receptor's enzymatic
activity, leading to its interaction with
other cellular proteins which lead to
metabolic changes in the EGF-stimu-
lated cell.
Since Cohen's pioneering work in
growth factor research, hundreds ofgrowth
factors have been discovered. The function
ofmany ofthese factors, however, remains
elusive. Many researchers are currently
attempting to learn more about the large
number ofbiochemical changes that occur
in cells following interaction ofgrowth fac-
tors with complementary receptors.
Understanding these regulatory circuits in
cells might provide insight into the origins
ofsome diseases. Cancer cells, for instance,
exhibit changes at nearly every level of
some growth factor pathways and many
investigations are currently attempting to
link specific changes in these pathways
with the capacity of cells to change into
cancer cells.
Goldstein on Risk
Assessment
Bernard D. Goldstein spoke at the Risk
Assessment Research Seminar Series on
April 22 at NIEHS on comparative risk
assessment. Goldstein is the director ofthe
Environmental and Occupational Health
Sciences Institute and chair of the
Department of Environmental and
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Community Medicine at University of
Medicine and Dentistry ofNewJersey.
Using the Valdez, Alaska, oil terminal
and attendant exposure ofthe seaport town
citizens to benzene emanating from petro-
leum handled through the terminal as one
example, Goldstein reviewed a number of
risk assessment issues. He noted that the
risk assessment agenda has never been set
by scientific experts but is always strongly
affected by economic, political, and social
issues.
He also pointed out that there are two
often contradictory approaches used in reg-
ulatory science: consensus building, such as
would be used on a scientific panel, and
the confrontational or adversarial approach
used in litigation. Both methods are an
attempt to ascertain the truth, but the
results are often quite different. "What's
desired is often a yes-no answer, whereas
the choices involve discrete differences
between elements in a continuum," Gold-
stein said.
Goldstein pointed out that psychology
is a strong element in perception of risk.
During the polio epidemic of the 1950s,
more children died of measles than of
polio, but because measles was well known
and most children recovered from it,
measles did not alarm people to the same
degree. (As an aside, he mentioned that
development of the polio vaccine paved
the way for an equally effective measles
vaccine.) Another example: radon gas does
not excite people as much as other pollu-
tants because there is no "bad guy," no one
to blame because radon is a product of
nature.
Cooper Receives Lilienfeld
Prize
Glinda Cooper, the newest member ofthe
NIEHS Epidemiology Branch, has won
the 1994 Abraham Lilienfeld Prize, award-
ed annually by the Society for Epidemi-
ologic Research for the best paper based on
a doctoral dissertation. Cooper presented
her paper, "Galactose Consumption,
Metabolism, and FSH Concentrations in
Women of Late Reproductive Age" at a
plenary session of the society's annual
meetingJune 16 in Miami.
Lactose is a sugar found in milk and
milk products and is composed of glucose
and galactose. Galactose has been suggest-
ed to be toxic to the ovary. Cooper's study
examined the galactose consumption of
295 women approaching menopause (ages
38 to 49). Their blood was tested to deter-
mine levels ofa specific transferase enzyme
that breaks down galactose and for levels of
FSH, follicle-stimulating hormone, that
increase as ovarian function declines before
menopause. Women who consumed six or
more grams per day of galactose (about
one glass ofmilk or a one-serving container
ofyogurt) had FSH levels 30% higher than
those who consumed less than six grams
per day. FSH concentrations were also
65% higher among smokers compared to
nonsmokers. This study provides evidence
of the sensitivity of the ovary to specific
toxic agents, particularly during the years
ofnaturally declining ovarian function that
precede menopause.
"Dr. Cooper is the second NIEHS epi-
demiologist to be awarded this national
prize," commented Allen Wilcox, chief of
the Epidemiology Branch. "Dr. Andrew
Rowland was the winner in 1990 for his
work on fertility impairment among
women occupationally exposed to nitrous
oxide. We're very proud of both of these
young researchers."
The Forest History Society, publisher ofForest & Conservation
History, offers Alfred D. Bell, Jr., travel grants to those wishing
to utilize its library and archival resources: Records, photographs,
reports, journals, and books. Also a rich bibliographic and
archival information bank for NorthAmerican forest and
conservation history. Preference given to graduate
students and otheryoung scholars.
Writefor information andapplication materials to:
FOREST HISTORY SOCIETY
701 Vickers Avenue, Durham, NC 27701
(919) 682-9319
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